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Open our hearts to
the Holy Spirit.

        I would like to start this letter by sharing with you a wonderful list of
Thanksgivings.
      I want to thank all the people who came to celebrate my 60th birthday on July
2nd.  It was  a wonderful evening; I thoroughly enjoyed myself. Thank you for the
very special gift of a painting by Giselle Morgan of my country cottage. It is now
hung up at home. Thank you too for supporting the restoration of St. George’s
Church; we raised about $2,500 that evening.
      I also want to give thanks for a successful “Ride To Conquer Cancer”.  I finished
the Race fully by biking the 280 kms. to Quebec City over two days. It was a most
rewarding adventure. I landed up raising over $6,000 for Cancer Research, and I
continue to celebrate being cancer free.
      Finally, and closest to home, Deborah and I are thoroughly enjoying our new
grandson “Theo”. What a miracle it is to see and hold a new born child. We are
thrilled to be grandparents. God has been very gracious.
      I am also excited to tell you that this Autumn we are going to be studying together
a most wonderful book by the famous American author, Eugene Peterson, who
most recently was a Professor at Regent College in Vancouver. He is a prolific
author who wrote “The Message”, which is a contemporary translation of the New
Testament.
      His new book is called “The Jesus Way: a conversation of the ways that Jesus
is the way.”  In this book, Peterson looks at some Old Testament people to show
how they either did or did not follow what he terms “The Jesus Way”. It is excellent.
      On my recent study leave I attended a Conference put on by “Renovare”, an
organization that is dedicated to spiritual transformation. They used Peterson’s book
as the title of their Conference and many very prominent Christian leaders, including
Peterson, spoke on their interpretation of “The Jesus Way”. In our study together,
we will see these presentations on video. Two of the presenters are Dallas Willard
and Max Lucado, well known Christian authors and leaders. Please plan to attend.
More information and details will follow very shortly. We will start this study in
October.

Blessings to you all,
Ralph+

Assistant Rector
Rev. Robert Bergner



The Georgian View Fall  2009Page 2

Mailing Preparation:
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The Georgian View Editors:    Marleen & Ron O’Connell
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QUESTIONS
Do I believe?

That GOD is Almighty – Genesis 17:1
That HE is able to do immeasurably more than all that I can ask or imagine – Ephesians 3:20
That HE will give HIS angels charge over me to keep me in all my ways – Psalm 91:11, Hebrews 1:14
That HE forgives all my iniquities and heals all my diseases – Psalm 103:3
That by the stripes JESUS bore I was healed – 1 Peter 2:21, Isaiah 53:5
That my GOD shall supply all my needs according to HIS riches in glory in CHRIST JESUS who strengthens
me – Philippians 4:19, Psalm 23:1
That in JESUS I live, move and have my being – Acts 17:28
That I can do all things through CHRIST who strengthens me– Philippians 4:13
That HE will deliver my soul from death and keep me alive in famine – Psalm 33:14
That HE is my refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble – Psalm 46:1
That HIS WORD (JESUS) is truth – John 17:17
That Salvation is in JESUS, that no other Name under heaven is given by which I must be saved – Acts 4:12

These are some of the questions that I ask myself.  Can I honestly say that in my heart I believe them to be
absolutely true?  It is easy to say that all GOD’S words are true, but to be sure of this fact in my heart is not
so easy to claim.  I know many of the words in my mind, but I need to store and treasure them in my heart.

In these troubling times, I need to be absolutely certain that I can really trust that all GOD says and promises
is absolutely true.  To achieve this assurance, I find I need to spend time meditating in GOD’S word.  I need
to repeat them over and over to myself; to chew on them.  This, I trust, is the way that they will enter my heart
and be real to me.  My prayer therefore is that the HOLY SPIRIT will lead me into all truth and that HE will
banish any doubts.  AMEN.

Respectfully submitted,
Jane Wigglesworth

How to live each moment of the day
From Rick Warren - Pastor of the Saddleback Church in California

Happy moments, PRAISE GOD
Difficult moments, SEEK GOD

Quiet moments, WORSHIP GOD
Painful moments, TRUST GOD
Every moment, THANK GOD!
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CONNIE KALDOR CONCERT

Eileen Gibson Holme

On June 7, 2009, St. George’s Church and the Guild

of St. George lost a most devoted member, Eileen

Gibson Holme.

She had an amazing intellect and many skills apart

from her professional training; her dark Orange Seville

marmalade and her loaf cakes were legendary, as

was her very traditional way of making tea.

Eileen was also a connoisseur of china, and could

give a potential client in the Boutique the provenance

of nearly every piece that was worthy of the name.

On a deeper level, Eileen was always ready and

willing to lend a hand or a sympathetic  ear to those

who needed them.  During the last few days of my

late husband’s illness, a call went out to volunteers to

sit with him for four hours in the evening, and Eileen

was one of the first among several to respond.  Her

nursing skills came to the fore, which was a great

comfort to me and to my family.

Eileen’s illness was a blow to us all, and we watched,

prayed and wept as she endured her ordeal with

consummate courage, strength and faith.  We stood

in awe of the way she embraced each new treatment,

accepted the indignities of her illness and truly ‘fought

the good fight’.

She will be sorely missed, and long remembered.

Sheila Brehn

CONFERENCE  SYNOD  - NOV. 12 -14
This year all parishioners (not only the Delegates) are invited to attend the Conference Synod to be held

November  12-14, 2009.

The Diocese of Montreal will be celebrating it's 150th Synod meeting by holding a Conference on the topic of

Maintenance versus Mission. The Rev'd Dr. Ian Douglas, a renowned speaker from the Episcopal Church is

the keynote speaker.

You can download the Registration Form at http://www.montreal.anglican.ca/synod/pdfs/
brochure%20and%20registration%20form.pdf 

It will be held at Centre Antique, 6086 Sherbrooke St. East and Fulford Hall.  The $35 registration fee

includes parking, Thursday lunch and dinner, Friday lunch, coffee breaks and conference materials.  The

deadline for registration is Oct. 30.
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The Site Development Study for St. George’s

This article is the first of a series for the Georgian View that will provide

updated information concerning the work of the parish Site Development

Committee and its deliberations with our architects, and their specialist

consultants, who have been engaged to help discern how our building can

best suit our 21st century mission. Our challenge is to define our needs for

now and the future. At the same time, the task is to optimise rental and

other sources of income that can be generated from the property in order

for us to fulfil that mission.

This is no small challenge, partly because of constraints imposed by the

historic and architectural nature of our building and our needs are surely

far from those of former congregations going back to 1870. One only has

to look at the parish list and attendance at services to understand how far

the fixed reality of our liturgical space has become less and less compatible

with our corporate and liturgical needs.

So let’s take a brief look at the liturgical space with which we are so

familiar. Or is it so familiar? Do we know why the organisation of our late

Victorian gothic revival church interior is the way it is? Maybe it would be

prudent to redefine what is required by our liturgy and relate it to the

magnificently decorated nave, chancel, chapels, narthex and other spaces

that form our unique church interior. This is critical because church

architecture both reflects the “way” and it also “shapes” Christian worship.

Church architecture allows opportunities, but also limitations for corporate worship. Ask any priest to preach

against arrogance and elitism in an elaborately decorated baroque church or try to teach the priesthood of all

believers from a deep gothic chancel never occupied by any but ordained ministers and robed choristers.

So what are the fundamentals that have to be considered? Corporate worship requires four basic liturgical

spaces: Congregational space, Movement space, Sanctuary space and Baptismal space. To this list one can

add “Choir” or “Music” space.

Seeing and hearing; being aware of the activity of other participants implies the need for straight lines of vision.

If the path of the speaking voice is on a horizontal axis, then the locus of the outstretched hand is on a vertical

axis. God created us small enough so that we can only reach out about three feet. Beyond that we have to

move! Appropriate space is therefore needed for movement!

Today’s congregations that are growing remind us that to move people spiritually, we also need to move them

physically, in gathering and scattering, in processions, baptisms, weddings, funerals, the Eucharist, sharing the

”Peace” and offerings. Sanctuary space surrounds the altar. It needs to be conspicuous, but to serve and not

dominate; thus the need to eliminate such barriers as excessive distance. The giving and receiving of the

Communion implies eye-to-eye communication in sharing. Once again, actions in the sanctuary are all built on

movement.

 Let’s not forget that the original function of the altar rail was to prevent dogs and cats from joining in the

Eucharist! Hence Archbishop Laud’s intervention in 1620 to isolate the altar and eliminate the Eucharistic

celebration as depicted in the 15th century illustration of the Lord’s Supper.

(continued on page 5)
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A This autumn rea

The Site Development Study for St. George’s
(continued from page 4)

Baptisms are no longer private ceremonies to be hidden from the congregational space but are sacraments

during which the whole community participates. How does that relate to our tucked-away provision for baptisms

at St. George’s?

And how about the furnishings of a church? It would be very inconvenient to put the communion vessels on the

floor so an altar-table becomes a necessity, but it should be borne in mind that the altar is not, in itself, an

object of worship! The baptismal font, or basin, is also a necessity. The celebrant’s chair is needed and, in the

post-Reformation Anglican Church, adequate seating for the congregation, as a corporate body of worshippers,

is usually required. The presence of a pulpit, lectern or reading desk is not a necessity but certainly a convenience

that has gone through many variations and configurations over the centuries. More about that in future articles!

Our great double hammer-beam roof structure from the English Tudor tradition, the magnificent sanctuary in

the northern French Gothic tradition, the richness and beauty of the stained glass, the remarkable richness of

wood carving, its embellishments and decorations at St. George’s: they are all to be treasured. But it is now

time to look again at our liturgical space in the context of the present study related to the whole site of our

building. Do we really need seating for 600 and for what present use is our gallery above the narthex? These

and many other questions need to be addressed.

David Wigglesworth (Chair of Council and the Parish Site Development Committees)

Ralph rides 280 kms. to Quebec City with his

daughter Amelia and raises $6,000 for Cancer

Research. Good job Ralph!!!

Parish celebrates Ralph’s 60th birtday and raises

$2,500 for the Building Restoration Fund.
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The Guild of St. George’s

Millennium Scholarship

The Millennium Scholarship programme has been created to support any recognized Lay member of St.

George’s Church who is attending a post secondary educational or vocational institution as a full time student,

in good academic standing.

The maximum value of each scholarship shall not exceed $1,000 per annum. The scholarship will be granted

for a one year period and may be renewable for an additional period of up to two years.

Please complete the information requested at the bottom of this form and submit with a copy of your most

recent academic record, a letter from your institution confirming your full time status, and a personal statement

concerning your goals regarding education and employment.

You may submit your completed application to The Guild of St. George’s, c/o the President.

All documents must be in the hands of the Selection Committee by September 30, 2009.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Application for the Guild of St. George’s Millennium Scholarship

Please consider my application for the Guild of St. George’s Millennium Scholarship as I am a recognized

member of the parish who is a full time student, in good academic standing, at a post secondary or vocational

institution.

Family Name:

Christian Name:

Civic Address:

City:                                                       Province:                        Postal Code:

Telephone Number: (           )                                                        E-mail:

Name of Educational Institution you are attending:

Signed:                                         Dated:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PARISH PICNIC

A Parish picnic is being planned for a Sunday later in September.  It will be held at the lock of Ste.  Anne de

Bellevue Canal, a National Historic Site of Canada. We will be joined by St. George’s Church, Ste.  Anne de

Bellevue where Neil Mancor is the Rector.  We look forward to seeing everyone there for this special outing.

Sylvia White


