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A Visioning Workshop by Michel Gagnon

On May 15", our Church
Council met in Hudson for a
nice day by the lake to think
about the future of the Church,
and more specifically to think
about the future of our parish.
Apart from the lousy weather —
it rained all day — we indeed had
good fellowship, great foed and
last but not least, very interest-
ing discussions.

What would the Church

look like in 20107

We started our day with this chal-
lenging question. And why not
look even beyoond that? After all,
2010 is only five years away, our
children will be adults after 2015
and ! probably won’t retire until
2020. Yet, 1 know I want a
church at that time! And so do
all other Council members.
Yet, we are not blind to the situ-
ation of Anglicans and of Chris-
tians in general in Montréal. Our
numbers have declined in the
last 30 years and alas, they con-
tinue to decline. It likely means
that some churches will have to
fold. And while we are not im-
mune from that trend,
St. George’s has a few character-
istics that will help it stay alive.
But do we just want to “stay
alive” or do we want to be
lively? Do we want to be in sur-
vival mode or do we want to de-
velop ourselves?

One way of thinking about

-~

areas of growth is to look at our
assets. And when things look
bad from on¢ angle, let’s won-
der whether we can Jook at them
from a better angle. For instance,
our building is large, expensive
to heat and maintain, but it is
also a beacon in this city. Park-
ing is a problem for those who
travel by car, but for those with-
out a car, being close to 2 metro
station is a big plus. So when we
think about growth, let us think
about avenues where we can
boast about our advantages!
Discussion then continued in
four small groups, each having
4-7 people. These continued
over lunch, and then we pre-
sented the highlights of our de-
bates to the Council at Jarge.
Here are some highlights.

Worship and Ministry
Group

What should we do to improve
our services? This is the ques-
tion that this group will try to
answer. There was the view that
while the Family service was a
good idea, it didn’t rise to all
expectations. So the first task of
the committee would be to see
what can be done to make it bet-
ter next fall. In other words, how
can we have a valuable and in-
teresting liturgy for children and
adults alike?

Other services may have to be
looked at eventually, to make

sure they cater to the need of
our ever-changing congrega-
tion. A few points regarding
music versus the services were
raised at our Town Hall meet-
ing and there certainly are ideas
that will develop in the future.

If you have ideas opn this sub-
ject, please speak to Hilliard
Goldfarb.

Answering to the Needs of
Our People

Our people come from all cor-
ners of Montréal, and from far
beyond that! Apart from Sunday
services, we need to find ways
to answer to the needs of our
parishioners. Bible Studies?
Other study programmes? Fam-
ily activities? House groups?
There is probably a need for all
that, but the challenge is to
organise and structure these so
they serve the actual needs of
our people, After all, we need
to develop ourselves without
spreading ourselves too thinly.
How should we deal with the
busy schedules of families, es-
peciaily those with young chil-
dren? Is there a right time to
organise anything? Or a way to
organise something for the chil-
dren at the same time? Maybe
the fact that many of our fami-
lies with children leave right af-
ter the service is a sign that we
need to address this issoe?
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A Visioning Workshop (cont.)

And what about the needs of sick
or homebound people? Would a
short newsletter help to main-
tain the ties?

The group will meet shortly and
establish its plan of action. I you
have ideas omn this subject,
please speak to David
Wigglesworth.

Restructuring the Church
Community

We are all aware that if the trend
continues, there will be fewer
church buildings in S or 10 years
than there are now. In other
words, the Church of the Advent
will not be the last church
closure in this diocese. Nine
months after that closure, we
are able to conclude that it was
a good experience overall.

We thought our experience
should be known throughout the
diocese. Therefore, we will write
an article for this Fali’s Montréal
Anglican, and offer to present
our experience to parishes
which are looking at their future
as well as host parishes. It would
be offered to parishes in our
area, but also to parishes in far-
flung areas of our diocese. And
if a community looks like it
might actually be interested in
joining us, we should have a task
force to help them.

Apart from that, we need te build
stronger ties with neighbouring
Anglican churches, as well as
ecumenically. We already share
a few services with St. James
and St. Stephen’s, but why not
parties, picnics at Westmount
Park, pageanis? And why not
revive something like the

Proclamation of the Bible that
occurred some 10 years ago?
If we look further ahead, there
are also ether projects we could
help develop. We could support
some other downtown
evangelisation ministry or we
could eventually even help a
fledgling parish to turn around
and redevelop. Likewise, we
should keep our eyes open for
opportunities in French minis-
try. No need to rush it, but
rather to be open to God’s call-
ing.

If you have ideas on this sub-
ject, please speak to Michel
Gagnon.

Presence in the Commu-
nity

We are set in downtown
Montréal, in the midst of
many office buildings. Yet, for
most of the ten to twenty
thousand people who work right
by our door, we are nothing
more than “a nice church”. We
have to find ways to make our-
selves known, to be open to
those who might seek the Lord
at some point, and maybe even
to be pro-active.

While a comprehensive plan for
the future has yet to be devel-
oped, it was thought that install-
ing a few picnie tables would be
a nice way to attract people to
our church. And who knows,
with outdeor or indoor concerts,
especially on Wednesdays, when
we have our mid-day Eucharist,
we might get a few of these
people indoors.

If you have ideas on this sub-
ject, please speak to Bill Raso.

St. Mark’s Gospel Live

On Wednesday evening, May
18, the Rev. Joseph Morris
gave a presentation of the en-
tire Gospel of Mark at St.
George’s. It is an amazing feat
to be able to memorize an en-
tire book. The evening, how-
ever, was much more than just
an academic achievement, it was
acted out in such a way that one
was spelibound from start to fin-
ish. I defy anyone to be able to
make more of an impact on his
audience than Joseph did. He
achieved this with the minimum
of props, which he used to maxi-
mum effect.

This was indeed a magnificent
performance. The gospel
events truly came to life. Should
there be an opportunity in the
future to attend this presenta-
tion 1 would strongly recom-
mend it to you.

Jane Wigglesworth

PILGRIMAGE TO ISRAEL

Our Rector Ralph is taking two
weeks study leave from June 15
to Julyl. Please pray for him as
he goes on a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land.

BOUTIQUE

De you have any costume
jewellery lying around that you
don’t wear any more?

The Boutique would love any
donations of jewellery as well
as jams and jellies. Please call
Sheila Brehn (514-866-7113)
if you can help.
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A Communication Guide to St. George’s Choir

When a chorister says:

I don’t have the music...cccrareee
We don’t have the music.........
What measure number ?....... "
Is Eric around 2. ccevveecesnnns
What time s it 7...ceovvreervrennvenes

An interesting piecel...............

When Eric says:

Can you sing that note ?.........

seened thinKk. .., resrerassaets
Please stand up.....oieiiersnionnes
There is a bit of a challenge in
that hymn......ciesnnan
Watch the dynamics................

Yeah, there is a mistake in the
Dulletin......ecceccsceerriscensenersscens

[ CHURCH SCHOOL

He or she really means:

I should have come earlier.
AHA'! Gotcha!

I am totally lost!

Can we gossip about him ?

I should have put more money
in the meter.

I hate that composer already.

He really means:

1 hope they don’t notice I can’t
sing.

C’est moi qui décide.

You guys need to wake up !
Music on p. 299... and words
on p. 143.

Please look in my direction
once in a while.

Thank God I am paid to do
this.

Our Church School is
always in need of art
supplies, CD’s, DVD’s,
and VHS tapes. If you can
help please speak to
Barbara Hill-Bissonnette
if you can help.

%

(QUIET DAY

P

Saturday, July 9 from
10:00a.m. to 3:00p.m.
Come and enjoy this
contemplative day led by
Sister Sue of the Sisters
of St. John the Divine.
Brown bag lunch, tea
and coffee provided.
Registration is not
necessary. Just come.
This event is open to
everyone.

Thenks by e St ador

Things Eric never says:
It’s 9:45 ! Where is every-
body ?

You don’t need to rehearse.

I quit!

Watch out for your pitch rising
too high.

You look funny in vestments.
Any suggestions how to sing
that ?

It’s your fault !

(DO YOU HAVE A GUITAR |
IGATHERING DUST?

Tyndale-St. George’s is in dire
eed of a guitar. You could make
EO children happy if you could
Elonale yours. Speak to Barbara
ill-Bissonnette if you can help.

IT APPEARS AS IF YOU HAVE BEEN »
BACKSLIDING AND WE WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT
k ) WE ARE HERE FOR YOU




