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Do not be afraid; for
behold, I bring you

good news of great joy!

     As we begin a new Christian year at the beginning of Advent, it is good to re-
focus once again on the goals that we wish to fulfill this coming year. These goals
involve not only St. George's, but also our Diocese of Montreal.
     At St. George's we have adopted the Five Marks of Mission as outlined by the
Anglican Communion as the goals we wish to fulfill. Our Church Council has five
sub-committees working hard on these goals. We are making progress.
     As concerns your Diocese, you will have seen posted in our church, the Diocesan
strategic plan that is in place to fulfil by the end of 2010.  The overall goal of this
vision is: “The Anglican Diocese of Montreal, called to be a ministry faithful to
God’s action in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit, true to the Gospel and spiritually
alive in prayer, worship and service, is reaching out in evangelism and mission and is
growing in ministry, energy and numbers."
     It states that by 2010 the Diocese will have:
      • Competent and inspired leadership and governance – both lay and clergy
      • Re-energized, healthy clergy – collegial and mutually supportive
      • Congregations open to the diverse elements of Quebec society (age, ethnicity,
         language)
      • A physical, administrative and financial structure that reflects diocesan and
         parochial needs and mission.
     It also states that as we move forward the Diocese will:
      • Live in God, live our faith; to be inspired and evangelistic
      • Care for each other; to embody love, humility, trust and honesty
      • Make the tough decisions as a church
      • Demonstrate competence, common sense and accountability
     • Learn and embrace change
      • Be inclusive, open to diversity, and engaged in the world.
     In the last four years I have seen the Diocese moving steadily towards fulfilling
these goals and objectives.
     One part of achieving this vision involves doing an in depth study of the Diocese.
To this end Mrs. Myrlene Boken has been hired to interview every Parish and to
assess where exactly the Diocese is. Mrs. Boken has done similar studies in five
other Anglican Dioceses. This study will allow the Diocese and individual parishes
to see more clearly the resources and opportunities that they have as each Parish
fulfils their own Vision Statement.                                    (continued on page 2)
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From the Rector’s Desk...(from page 1)

     Members of your Corporation and the Chair of the Church Council met with Mrs. Boken on October 22.

This meeting was held to give her the information she needed to write her report about St. George's. Mrs.

Boken was impressed at how active St. George's is. We were encouraged by her talk with us.

     The Report to the Diocese will be completed by the end of December and then will be presented to the

Bishop, the Clergy, and all Deaneries. Each Parish will receive an individualized report.

     I am excited that the Diocese has commissioned this study. I feel it will greatly help St. George's fulfill our

mission. It will help us to focus more clearly on fulfilling the Five Marks of Mission. I look forward to sharing

this report with all the Parish as we continue to fulfill God's will in this place. Please pray for Mrs. Boken as she

completes her work.

     May you have a hope filled Advent season. May we all fulfill God's will for us in building up God's kingdom.

Ralph+

ordia

Joseph Leaves To Study

     Joseph Munyenyiwa, who is a reader at St. George's Church, came to us from Zimbabwe about eight

years ago and has been under the wings of Fred and Lee Dowker since his arrival. He  has dedicated himself

to his studies, and is leaving for awhile to further his studies abroad at the University of Hertfordshire in

Hatfield,  England.

     The program is offered through Concordia International and allows him to study, for one or two semesters,

at one of Concordia’s partner universities abroad.  The bilateral exchange agreement  means that spots for

each institution are limited. He will be there for a period of eight months, beginning in January, five months of

which will be for school and the rest to work there during the summer. The classes he will be taking are mostly

European history and politics of 19th and 20th century Europe, and the credits he receives will go towards his

Bachelor of Political Science degree here.

     We wish him well until his return, and send the Blessings of St. George's with him.

Annual Christmas Sale

The Guild’s annual Christmas Sale held at St. George’s on October 29th was a great success due to the efforts

of dozens of people. The work begins well in advance of the actual sale day; from planning  and publicity,

preparing plum puddings and other foods, sorting through donated articles, setting up the hall and lunch room,

and asking  volunteers to work through the day then put away and clean up afterwards.  Many thanks to the

main organizers, William Raso, Thea Drummond and Sheila Brehn, and parishioners and their friends, as well

as all the customers who came and made purchases in the hall and the boutique downstairs.  A special thank

you to our generous sponsors, The Hilton Montreal Bonaventure, The Sheraton, The Fairmont Queen Elizabeth

and The Montreal Marriott Chateau Champlain who steamed the puddings, supplied dishes, cutlery and most

of the food for the luncheon, and to Aquascutum who donated clothing.  The $7500. raised from the Sale and

the $500. from Boutique sales will allow the Guild to establish scholarships and to help the church and many

charities. Bravo to all!



The Georgian ViewAdvent 2009 Page

g

3

The Gambian Theological Institute
By Sean Otto

     The Gambia (officially the Republic of The Gambia), commonly known as Gambia, is a country in Western

Africa. The Gambia is the smallest country on mainland Africa, bordered to the north, east, and south by

Senegal, and has a small coast on the Atlantic Ocean in the west. Its borders roughly correspond to the path

of the Gambia River, the nation's namesake, which flows through the country's center and empties into the

Atlantic Ocean. Its size is almost 10,500 km² with an estimated population of 1,700,000.

     Over the past year, the Christian Volunteer Movement, in association with Wycliffe College, Toronto, has

been laying the groundwork for the establishment of a theological institute in The Gambia. Theological education

is one of the major challenges for the Gambian Church, and this institute will be important in the effort to

overcome this challenge. The idea is to have doctoral students and faculty from Wycliffe travel to The Gambia

and deliver courses as and when they are available to do so. This way, students will be able to take modular

courses leading towards a degree in theology/divinity. The institution will be fully-accredited and it is conceived

as an ecumenical venture.

     I will be taking my part this coming May when I travel to The Gambia to help teach an introductory course

on Christian education, and to teach a course in Church History (my specialty). I will be lecturing for six hours,

three days a week; once in the afternoon and again in the evening. I cannot begin to tell you how excited I am

to be going! I know that it’s still six months away, but I think that it will be an incredible, life-changing experience.

     For more information on Christian Volunteer Movement and the theological institute project, please go to

the CVM website: http://www.cvmcanada.com There are a number of other interesting projects with which

the CVM are involved, and I encourage you all to take a look at the good work they are doing.

     Stay tuned for more information about my participation in the project over the winter as the day of my

departure gets closer. Please feel free to contact me with any questions you might have. Email is the easiest

way to reach me: seanotto@hotmail.com but you can usually find me drinking a coffee after the 9 o’clock

service on Sundays.

     Your thoughts and prayers are appreciated as we move forward with this audacious project to spread the

Good News of Christ crucified and risen!

Longtime Parishioners

St. George's lost two of its longtime parishioners this Autumn.

     Katharine (Pineo) Howard, wife of the late Thomas,  died  at age 97 on October 23,2009.  Her daughter,

Anne, (Jewell Osterholm L.M.D.) lives in Radnor, PA.  and her son, Thomas, (Verna) in Vail, CO.  She also

leaves 3 grandchildren and her sister Adelaide Mahoney.  Katherine was a tireless supporter of St. George's.

She had a keen mind and loved to investigate theology. A funeral service was held October 27th  at St.

George’s.

     Theodosia (Bond) Thornton, wife of the late Robert, died October 27th  at 93 years old. She leaves her

daughters Joan (Malcolm McLeod) and Mary and 3 grandchildren. Theodosia was very involved at St.

George's, she hosted Bible Studies, and was a Pastoral Visitor. Many people will remember her  wonderful

voice when reading the lessons at Sunday services. Theodosia  was also an Associate of the Royal Photographic

Society and had a passion for nature.  A funeral service was held at  St. George’s on November 3rd.

Our condolences go out to both families.
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Limiting God

     Blessings abound where’er GOD reigns.  Is GOD reigning in my life?  I would like to say a resounding

“yes” and be able to live to the full the abundant life that JESUS has come to give me. John 10:10.

     I am and have been richly blessed in many ways.  What then prevents me from receiving all the blessings

that GOD longs to give me?  The following are some of the things that will limit GOD’s blessings:

Unbelief or doubt-

     I frequently proclaim that “GOD  is able to do abundantly more than I can ask or imagine”.  Ephesians

3:20.  In my head I know that this is true but in my heart I am not always sure.  My frequent prayer is like that

of the man in Mark 9:24.  “LORD I believe, help THOU my unbelief.”

Negative Words-

     I have often said I cannot do this or that.  This is contrary to GOD’s word in Philippians 4:13 which says,

“I can do all things through CHRIST who strengthens me”.  Again someone might pray GOD’s healing power

for me and afterwards I go and tell someone how sick I am thus nullifying the prayer.

Worry-

     GOD’s command in Philippians 4:6 is “to be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication,

with thanksgiving, to let my requests be made known to HIM”.  JESUS exhorts us in Matthew 6:34 “not to

worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things, sufficient for its day is its own trouble”.

When tempted to worry I do my best to obey the scripture found in 1 Peter 5:7 “casting all my care upon HIM

for HE cares for me.”

Fear-

     Fear is the opposite of faith and GOD exhorts us endless times in HIS WORD  “to fear not”.  2 Timothy

1:7 declares that “GOD has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”  This

is a scripture I repeat often particularly when I am travelling.

Unforgiveness-

     Matthew 6:15 is a scary scripture-“But if you do not forgive people for their trespasses, neither will your

FATHER forgive your trespasses.”  Over the years I have had many battles in this area.  Frequently I do not

feel like forgiving and so my prayer is – ‘FATHER make me willing to be willing to forgive.’  It is my will which

is important not my feelings.  I trust that I will always be prepared to forgive for  I know that unforgiveness  not

only separates me from GOD but opens the door to sickness and other troubles.

Loving my enemies-

     This is definitely not an easy command to obey.  I need to ask JESUS to be enabled to see people as HE

sees them and to call on the HOLY SPIRIT  to pour out HIS love in my heart.

     The preceding are some of the issues in my life which, if not dealt with , will limit GOD from richly blessing

me as HE intends to.  I therefore pray daily  to be filled with the HOLY SPIRIT and to be enabled by HIM  to

fight the good fight  of faith (1 Timothy 6:12) and to walk in the victory that JESUS has won for me. (1Corinthians

15:57).  AMEN.

by  Jane Wigglesworth
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Introducing the St. George’s Church Choir
By Er ik Reinart

It has been 7 years since I came to be Organist and Choir Director at St. Georges. A very productive synergy

has developed in the choir over this time, and we also have just good plain fun while we are at it. Certainly it has

been a privilege for me to be associated with so many wonderful and dedicated people. Membership has

typically been around 13 choristers. However, this year we have been fortunate to acquire 3 new volunteers

for a total of 16 singers. Many members are also quite active in other aspects of Parish life, adding to the wider

church community. We rehearse on Thursday evenings at 6:45 and on Sundays beginning at 9:30, drawing

from the rich repertoire of Anglican church music. We also enjoy cutting loose at our Christmas and end-of-

year choir parties, which would satisfy the tastes of any ardent food and wine lover! To provide further (but

only partial) insight into the makeup of the group, some choristers have submitted the following short personal

snapshots for your reading pleasure:

     Mur iel Eaton (Alto): A happy soprano until she joined St. George's Choir.  Now an ecstatic alto who

ends up memorizing music lines that make no sense on their own...... What wouldn't she do to get along with

the others!

      Tracy Davidson (Soprano) first joined St. George's Choir 25 years ago (eek) when she arrived in Montreal

as a young bride having just graduated from the Royal Academy of Music in London England. When she isn't

singing or teaching she loves to potter around in her Pointe-Claire garden.

     Celine Giangi (Alto): Although not quite as amazing as Bernard (one of our tenors), Celine nevertheless

tries to come up with proof that dispels the common myth about blondes.

     Anne McGuigan: Choir member for about 20 years and still loving it.  Diligent, often baffled alto.  Has

been known to miss the occasional entry.

     Mar tha Laing (Alto): I first came to St. George’s last February for the Amazing Grace performance, and

came back for more.  I am reminded of the church I grew up in, All Saints, in Windsor, Ontario. I joined the

choir to honour the memory of my mother, Ann, a wonderful mezzo soprano, and am so grateful for the kind

welcome I’ve received as a fledgling alto, and delighted to be surrounded by such gorgeous voices under

such solid direction.

     David Wigglesworth (Tenor): The tenor voice, I am told, is the cello of the choir. I have always loved the

cello, but the voice is more portable!  So it's wonderful to be a member of the St. George's choir; to learn, to

share, to be encouraged and to enjoy the physical and spiritual experience of singing music that touches the

soul.

     Mary Sambrook (Soprano): I am the third generation of my family to belong to St George’s Church. I

was christened, confirmed and married here, my 3 children were christened here and 2 of them were married

here.

     Pamela Newell (Soprano) is a dancer, choreographer and teacher who works as a rehearsal director for

Compagnie Marie Chouinard and as an adjunct faculty member at Concordia University.  She is married to the

crazy curate Bob and together they love to explore quiet, spiritual places in the country.

     Richard Johansen (Bass): Though Richard's brief 18 month stint as St. George's verger around the turn

of the millenium may be long forgotten, he is now mostly known for lurking around the bass section of the choir

for the last eight years, and dropping in on the odd church council meeting.

     Margaret Folkemer is a soprano in her last year of a voice performance degree at McGill.  With her great

love and interest in sacred music, she finds singing in the St. George choir particularly rewarding.  It is a joy to

sing in a warm and inviting parish that so appreciates music.                                           (continued page 6)
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Introducing the  Choir ( from page 5)

     Francois Leblanc (Bass): I like singing sacred music!  Thanks for accepting me in the choir, and give me

Bach anytime.

     Linda Foster (Soprano): My daughter and I first came to St. George’s Church nineteen years ago and I am

now enjoying my eighteenth year in the choir.

     Your continuing support is very important to us, as is your presence and your appreciation of our music on

Sundays.

We hope you will all plan to attend

 the  2009 Carols by Candlelight Service

 on Friday, December 11th at 5:30 p.m.

and the reception that follows.

MINISTRIES
by the Rev’d. Robert Bergner, Curate

      It’s true, I’m always talking about the same thing:  How far a bit of loving attention and community support

can go in changing a person’s life.  Today is no exception because my young friend at Tyndale-St. George

Community Center - the boy who I have been tutoring since last winter  - just received his midterm evaluation

from school.

     Each subject on the evaluation (there were about twenty different categories) was rated either “satisfactory”

or “needs improvement” for both skills and effort.  Of the, say, forty possible items, my friend, who eight

months ago could barely sit still long enough to read a sentence or complete a math problem, received a

satisfactory mark in all but one category – and, even there, he received a satisfactory mark for effort!

     But, life is not all seriousness and study.  So, last weekend we had another installment in our Sunday skating

series.  Our group has grown.  On Sunday, we were nine:  Chris, George and Andrew Gardiner from St.

George’s parish, Charles – who many of you know as the new drummer in our praise band, Elijah, Jeremiah,

Tafari and Jaden from Tyndale-St. George, and me.  We had a fun skate and made new friends.  And the

Gardiners generously gave skates and gloves to two of the Tyndale/St. George boys.  Now, that is a Sunday

to remember!

     Other good news from down the street at Tyndale-St. George:  Three members of our parish have recently

begun volunteering their time at the Community Center, as financial advisors, board members and tutors.  And

there is no limit to the amount of work that needs to be done there.  If you’ve got time and a willing heart,

please speak to me or contact Tyndale-St. George directly:  514-931-6265.  Maybe someone would like to

help out with the new dance program we have undertaken there…

     Our own parish youth group has been variably present over the past weeks. One week, we had half a

dozen young people on a Sunday morning.  During Church School time, we reviewed “Bible basics” for those

with little church experience, discussed the morning’s reading, and sang Amazing Grace with some of our very

talented youth providing musical accompaniment.  Other weeks have been less well attended, but Maïda and

I are still hoping to organize a mission/service project for the youth and to take them on a tour of nearby

Montreal churches.

Peace and joy this Christmas,

Bob
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Stranger in Paradise...................Call me Joe Unchurched!

     I love Montreal; I love my wife and kids and my job isn’t bad. The youngsters can be adorable, but the six

year old is getting far too bossy and the oldest, the 14 year old, well she’s something else!...... and the language

and way she behaves are really getting beyond a joke! The wife and I are really worried about the company

she’s keeping. I wish we could get some advice but the school teachers don’t seem to help very much.

     I play golf with my buddies, and one of them is my neighbour, Tom Anglican. He’s a really nice guy. He

goes to the church across the road from the Bell Centre, so we don’t see him on the green on Sunday

mornings, despite our invitations.  We go to hockey games when we can get a decent deal from a scalper and

I’ve been really curious about what it’s like in that big stone church across the road. What could it be that takes

him away from a good game of golf! I guess he must get something out of it but, funnily enough, has never

invited me to join him. So, believe it or not, I went to see for myself a few weeks ago!

     A very pleasant person at the door gave me a pamphlet and then the organ started. What a sound! I

decided to sit in the back row because I felt out-of-place. Probably those who were sitting in the back section

were just visiting, like me. I guess they were all tourists or strangers and wanted to keep to themselves! Why

not, there was plenty of room!

     The choir and priest came in and the few people in the pews stood up. I couldn’t quite understand why they

weren’t sitting together. The choir was singing quite nicely but they were a long way off and I couldn’t see or

hear too much from the back. I wasn’t quite sure if the people in the pews were singing. Mind you it didn’t

matter because I didn’t know the music and couldn’t hear the lyrics. I followed the service in the pamphlet as

best I could and, after about twenty minutes, people from the front came up to shake hands. That was nice, but

then they went back to their places again.

     A child was being baptised sometime during the service. At least, I thought it was a child, although I

couldn’t really see what was going on. But then the priest brought the little baby up the centre aisle for

everyone to see. Lovely kid!

     I didn’t stay to the end. To be honest, I really didn’t want Tom to see me there. It could have been

embarrassing, having not been invited. But just before leaving, I did write my name and phone number on the

back of my pamphlet and left it on the bench. I wonder if someone will call.

     I suppose that the church must have been built for a huge congregation and it was a bit sad to see so few

people there for the service. I took the wife and kids to England last year and I remember that some of those

old churches seem to make really good use of their old buildings for all sorts of activities. I guess that this

church may eventually get rid of some of that furniture that clutters up the whole space, so that it can do the

same. Then, maybe the huge building might feel a little less overpowering and more comfortable. It’s a magnificent

building and I’m glad I’ve seen it, but I don’t want to tell Tom that I was there.

     I’m really worried about bringing up my daughters but the guys at the golf club tell me that there’s a psychic

fair coming up in Montreal in December and that someone there should be able to give me some advice on

how to cope with them...................................................................................OR JUST CONFUSED?

by David Wigglesworth.
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Traveling Man

     Parishioner, Tony Hadley, has recently returned from a 5 ½ week touring vacation, a voyage which he’s

had in the works for a while.  He traveled 19,000 kilometers in his van, heading  west to Alberta and north to

Dawson City, Yukon.  Along the way he visited friends in Canada and the U.S., and of course took  many

photographs.  The highlights of his trip were the Banff and Jasper areas and the Haines Highway, which winds

through Canada, the Yukon and Alaska.

     Below is a picture that Tony took of St. Paul’s Anglican church located on the corner of Front and Church

streets in Dawson City. The church is an historic Carpenter Gothic style Anglican church building . It was built

of wood in 1902 for $15,000, four-fifths of which came directly from the miners.

     It once served as the cathedral of the Anglican Diocese of Yukon until the diocesan episcopal see was

moved to Whitehorse in 1953 and thus is often referred to as the Pro-Cathedral. Its steep pitched roof, its

pointed arch entry through its belfry tower and its lancet windows are typical of Carpenter Gothic churches.

St. Paul's is a National Historic Site of Canada as designated by the Government of Canada on June 1, 1989.

     Tony is organizing and selecting from his many thousands of pictures a showing for us in the new year. For

a sneak preview, they may be found on the internet at; http://photo.net/photodb/photo?photo_id=9983418

We look forward to seeing more of those special pictures. Welcome back Tony!

by Ron O’Connell


